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a Village in the very place where our French have
established their Abode. The Hiroquois enemies of
these Tribes have burned everything; there can still
be seen [73] the ends of the blackened stakes; there
are some arpents of cleared land, where they culti-
vated Indian corn. I hope in the course of time our
Canadians will resume this industry, which will be
as profitable to them for Heaven as for earth; for, if
they stop their wanderings, there will be opportuni-
ties of instructing them.

On the seventh we had described to us a kind of
Savage dance that we had not yet seen. One of them
begins while the others sing; the song finished, he
goes and gives the bouquet, that is, he goes and
makes a present to the one whom he wishes to dance
after him; the other does the same thing when he
finishes the dance; and, if our French are with them,
they bring the bouquet and the present to our men
as well as to the others.

On the eighteenth of this month, [74] all the Sav-
ages dispersed, some here and some there into the
woods, to go during the winter to hunt the Elk, the
Deer and the Caribou, upon which they live; so that
we were without neighbors, our French alone re-
maining in our new Dwelling place.

On the thirtieth of December, the snow having
been neither hard nor deep enough to arrest the long
legs of the Elk, a troop of these poor Barbarians came
crying for pity at our Settlement; the famine, which
was cruel last year, has treated them still worse this
winter, at least in several places; we have heard a
report that, near Gaspé, the Savages killed and ate a
young boy whom the Basques left with them to learn
their language. Those of Tadoussac, with whom I



